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Dec 15th last game for 2007 
Feb 2nd first game 2008 no training prior to game 
Feb 3rd training recommences  
Finals will only be a TWO week series  

March 1st - Prelim Finals 1st v 4th  2nd v 3rd  
March 8th no game Labour weekend 
March 15th Grand final – winners of prelim games 
March 16 th Presentation Day 
 
End Jan grading info posted 
Grading will be held early February 
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Hi Club Members, 
 
While I would have liked to fill this column mainly 
with wise and witty comments related to wishing 
everyone a happy Christmas and a safe New Year, 
regrettably I feel have to outline a few unsavoury 
events that have happened recently which have 
necessitated the involvement of the committee. 
 
Last night, Monday the 10th December I spent more 
time than I would have liked at the rather 
grandiosely named Function Room at Diamond 
Valley Sports Complex attending a tribunal hearing 
where a Balwyn Blazers parent and coach were 
reported as a result of an incident at Warrandyte on 
17th November where a glass door was broken.  I 
also point out that there is another tribunal hearing 
involving a Balwyn player on Tuesday 18th 
December.  Irrespective of the merits of the cases, 
and last night’s coach’s charge was dismissed, to 
have so many reports involving the club in such a 
short space of time is disappointing to say the least. 
 
As just about everyone (including me) have not 
been to a tribunal hearing let me state that it’s 
nothing like the proceedings in Judge Judy on TV. 
While not expecting quite that standard, it was 
rather a low key affair. For starters, the carpet looks 
like it’s seen a few too many functions and the 
aerobics class being conducted in the room above 
makes it hard to hear. The presiding officers look 
like two blokes wearing shorts who have just 
wandered in off the street. 
 
But seriously, just so there are no misconceptions 
that you have to be a player and to punch someone 
to be reported in the Basketball Victoria Tribunal 
Rules (see BV web site) there are catch all offences 
such as “Bringing Basketball into Disrepute” and 
“Gross Breach of Code of Conduct”. These offences 
can be brought against players, coaches, parents, 
administrators, officials and spectators and rather 
than being subjective the criteria for bringing a 
charge are set out in the Codes of Conduct 
themselves.  Rather than quote them word for word, 
they can be found on the BV web site under 
Administration in the secondary menu. It would be 
beneficial for everyone to peruse them over the 
break. 
 

On another point which relates to coach conduct 
during games, there is an unwritten understanding 
that teams will pull back once they are ahead by 
say 25 points.  There is no point pounding the 
opposition into the court which is against the spirit 
of the game and competition as set out in the 
Coach’s Code.  It is also pointless when, and I 
quote from section 3.1 (h) of the EDJBA By Laws. 
 
Where teams are level on premiership points, 
positions will be decided by the ratio of points for 
and against. When calculating percentage no 
team may be credited with a win by more than 
20 points.   
 
Season greetings to everyone and ensure you’re 
all safe and well when the competition 
recommences in February. 
 
Neville Long. 
President 
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President: Neville Long 
Vice President Shirley Tucker 
Treasurer  Pat Tucker  
Secretary Dale Helms 
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Officer: Brian O’Farrell 
Girls Fixtures:  Shirley Tucker 
Boys Fixtures: Andrea Vorlicek 
Boys Registrar: Sue Boyd 
Uniforms & Merchandise:  Donna McDowell 
Support: Steve Wise, Teena Burgess,  Hilary 
 Hodgetts, Tania McKay, Jenny Troy 
 Jennifer Hortin, Penne Ebbage 
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Meet some of the committee  
Teena Burgess 
My three children have all played for Blazers. Max started 
about 13-14 years ago and played 'till about U16s. Jed played 
for a couple of seasons at about the same time.  My daughter 
Kit started playing U8s and is currently playing in U18’s.  She 
has coached many seasons and is currently coaching the 
GU14-2 team.  I have been on the committee for longer than I 
can remember!! 
 
 Tania McKay  
After my two sons decided to start playing basketball when 
they were, I think 6 and 7, which is now about 4½ years ago, I 
became a basketball convert (formerly a netball fanatic!). My 
daughter has also converted and I have coached her U8 team 
for the past 2½ seasons and more recently began coaching 
my eldest son’s U12 team as well. My other son plays for the 
U10s and I must say it’s actually nice to sit back and watch 
someone else coach! I decided to join the committee after 
seeing how hard some of the members worked and hoped I 
could help by lessening the load a little and felt it was my way 
of contributing back to the club – so much happens behind the 
scenes and it’s great to be a part of it! 

 
Donna McDowell 
I'm currently looking after the sale of uniforms for Balwyn 
Blazers, having just taken over from Meg Anderson who so 
capably filled the role for the last six years. I also sell the club 
merchandise (hoodies and sports bags) - remember us when 
you are thinking of your Christmas shopping. I have 2 boys 
who have been playing with the club for the last 4 years - 
Andrew now playing under 18's and Owen playing under 14's. 
Both boys have coached a season as well - Owen is really 
enjoying coaching an under 10's team at the moment - the 
same age he started with the club." 

 
Brian O’Farrell 
I am in my 11th season with Balwyn Blazers, and have been 
on the committee for most of this time including a few years as 
Treasurer.  I am a strong supporter of grass roots basketball 
and this season I am coaching two boys teams, including my 
youngest son in U12 C grade.    

 

 

How do you make your team stand out when you 
have to play another Balwyn Team??  They make 
us wear silly singlets which normally are too big or 
too small.  But not our coach.  He made us wear 
Silly Socks!!!!  But don't we look great.   
 
Our coach had us do some great, fun things thru out 
the season, from silly socks thru to Red hair.  This 
brought us together as a team, normally saying 
'What’s he going to make us do next?'   Who is the 
coach, you may well ask.  It was Phil White or 
'Super Phil' as some of the parents called him. He 
was a great coach for us girls, and it resulted in us 
winning our Grand Final, in a nail biting match 
against our arch rival team for the season, E 11, by 
3 points.   Not only that but one of our team 
members Bronwyn, was awarded Most determined 
player of the match.  A great season was had by all. 
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Mr Movember Stuart Brown displays his growth – Well 
done Coach – Our peace loving, authority respecting 

custodian did his bit for charity.  

 
After an early morning game at Eltham 

 

The B3 Puzzle – How do you go? 

Across 
1. Banyule ............... 
4. Balwyn ............... 
9. The Magpies 
10. Nunawading ............. 

Down 
2. Eltham ............... 
3. Warrandyte ............. 
5. Park Orchards ............. 
6. Green and white 
7. Pale coloured, 4 legged 
....... 

Congratulations to some of Blazers young players who 
have taken on the challenge of playing Friday night 
Rep basketball for Camberwell Dragons this season: 
Gabrielle M, Emily W, Logan B, Samantha L, Ginger B, 
Brittany M, Bridget A, Casey M, Isabelle W, Kristy F,  
James C Matthew H and Patrick D.  Some quotes from 
Parents and players:  
 
The experience is great for the young ones self esteem 
and development, particularly with a calm, fun and 
knowledgeable coach like Duncan. 
 
It has been a great experience since starting in the 
Girls Development Program last season leading on to 
joining the team this season.  We are really seeing an 
improvement in her on court performance.  She loves 
it. 
 
It’s fun! We learn lots and play some hard teams.  We 
have a great coach 
 
I think playing for the Dragons is fun. We play harder 
and work harder at training. The Dragons has a really 
good team spirit and I enjoy playing with them. My 
coach is great I really like her too 
 
It has lifted her confidence immensely and she is 
striving for bigger things. With the positive approach of 
the coaching and the team spirit it has strengthened 
her abilities. This has also paid of for her in her Blazers 
team. My boys can not wait to be out there as well. 
 
He is enjoying the stronger competition of the Friday 
nights.  It seems to spur him on to play even better. 
 
She gets a great thrill from playing with the Camberwell 
Dragons. She is in a very talented young team who are 
all very keen and committed. 
 
She is loving every minute of it! I'm seeing sights I've 
never seen before.....eg Bentleigh/ Mckinnon!!! 

Taking the Leap to Rep Basketball  
 



One night at training  

 

 

 

In all these photos, the “victims” were asked to “make a 
pose “– Obviously, girls reach the age where it’s no 

longer cool to do so!! 

 
It’s important to keep the fluids up during the game! 

Training nights are always a good time to catch up with 
friends & team mates 

 

 

Well parents – It’s not 
as if you have anything 
else to do with your 
time but watch your 
kids play 

 

How many parents can 
relate to this photo – 
Games over at Eltham 
– Got time for a 
coffee? – Nuh – gotta 
get to Collinwood for 
the next game. 



 
 
 

   

 

A BASKETBALL CRYPTOGRAM  
A popular phrase will be revealed when you work out the missing letters.  Each letter of the alphabet corresponds to a 
number in that phrase.  Some have been filled in to help.  What can it be? 
 

 

A BLAZING CHRISTMAS WORD SEARCH 
 

S B G E X R K I B I K B A H E  
V A T N A E R J M L K F A N I  
S G M Z I E B Z V V B G O M V  
H A D T F D D C Y E N M I H C  
B T N E S N D D R I B B L E R  
Q L R T B I U U T W S L U O F  
N E A E A E R O P C L V H Q B  
E I F Z U R O H O K L M Z H H  
L M W D E H L R C M N I E G F  
T H A E S R E B X R Y Q I J O  
T U R K E Y S Y A R W E G J R  
L L A B T E K S A B L V U V W  
V F T B M M L T M S A O A K A  
P X Y N L C I N H F B H R C R  
K M T B S H L U J E R X D S D  
 

Can you find the following 
words 

 
BALWYN GUARD 
BASKETBALL PUDDING 
BLAZERS REFEREE 
CHIMNEY REINDEER 
CHRISTMAS SANTA 
DRIBBLE SCORE 
FORWARD SHOOTING 
FOUL SLEIGH 
WIN TURKEY 
 

Answers in the next edition – I hope 

 

 
 

 

  

No comment necessary 
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You can never get enough lay-up practice 

 

Despite going down by a point, these young guys did 
us proud by their sportsmanlike behaviour in 

congratulating their opposition – with a smile – Well 
done. 

 

Gees these parents can 
talk rubbish!! 

No Guys – You weren’t 
as good as you reckon 

you were! 

Eltham Tournament 
  Australia Day weekend  

Friday 25 January to Monday 28 January 2008 
 
Excitement is buzzing as we prepare to submit a 
Blazers BU14 team for the Eltham Tournament.  
 
The team is: Rohan B, Adam C, Daniel G, Adam H, 
Jarod McK, Nathan McK, Nick O, Sam O, Francis 
P, Will Y. from the BU12-4s, BU12-10s and BU10-
1s.  

I, as a coach, am thrilled that 7 of my BU12-4 team 
are so keen to participate in the tournament.  It is 
proposed that we will play at least 5 matches 
against other domestic clubs in the surrounding 
areas during the long weekend.  

 
Comments from a couple of the boys : 
 “I’m excited and feeling very confident that our coach will 
take us all the way to the grand final.”  
 
“I’m looking forward to it. I like it that I’m playing in an older 
age group, it’ll be a good challenge for me.” 
 
Photos and report on the teams adventure will 
follow in the next edition of B3.  
 
Tania McKay (Coach) 
 

The tension the high – The score was close, the 
coach was doing one of his John Kennedy “do 
not think” speeches and I felt another good shot 
was just seconds away…. And then….  

Up jumped Georgie 
 

Great smile though! 

 



Attention All Parents Supporters and Players – It’s  Up to You to “Make” our Club 

I have had the privilege of editing B3 since the beginning 
and through this and having two girls play for this Club, I 
am of the opinion that we, as parents and players are 
members of a magnificent sporting community – we just 
don’t know it. 
Just look at the numbers. The EDJBA competition is made 
up of 

CLUB Boys  Teams Girls 
teams 

Total 
teams 

Balwyn 62 47 109 
Bulleen Temp 69 50 119 

Banyule 22 16 38 
Banksia 4 2 6 

Collingwood 25 17 42 
Doncaster 16 15 31 

Eltham 114 72 186 
Ivanhoe 37 23 60 
Koonung 25 14 39 
Marcellin 14 11 25 

Nunawading 59 23 82 
Park Orchards 25 20 45 

Warrandyte 26 23 49 
Whitehorse 19 10 29 

Ivanhoe Variety 
Dragons 0 2 2 

Total 517 345 862 
Within our Club, we have 883 players with 670 families and 
121 full or shared coaches. By any stretch, these are 
impressive figures. Given where we live, and knowing the 
benefits of networking, I can only imagine the untapped 
power of the community that we have within our Club. It’s 
just a matter of being involved. My challenge to people in 
the Club is to work together and see if we can harness this 

power. Given these numbers and our potential, there is no 
reason why we shouldn’t be in the position of giving our 
players the opportunity of having a career within basketball 
– through representational honors, career paths to other 
leagues etc. 
The other thing, which I must say surprised me, is that we 
have the third most number of teams within the EDJBA. 
That means there are a lot of us traveling around 
Melbourne basketball centers on Saturdays (and other 
days). It behooves on us all to take responsibility for 
representing the Club and the community. 
In my previous life as a junior football club president, I was 
fond of saying to the parents at the club that each year we 
could be confident that we wouldn’t have any disciplinary 
problems with the kids – the trouble inevitably came from 
parents and supporters. 
We need to be all on our guard about our responsibility for 
appropriate behaviour – not that of the fellow parents and 
supporters. I am not going to bore you with the content  of 
our codes of conduct. They are all there to be read on the 
website and if anyone needs a copy of them, please 
contact Dale Helms on secretary@balwynblazers.com. But 
I do want to bore you on the intent  of these codes. They 
are all about creating a culture of responsibility where all 
people can enjoy the sport and club. We want this place to 
be a good place to come to and as importantly, we want 
this place to be KNOWN as a good place for our kids to 
come to so that there is a succession of new players joining 
our Club. Basketball is a strangely passionate game that 
invokes amazing reactions. We are not playing for sheep 
stations.  May we take this opportunity to get all parents, 
players and supporters to reflect on their behaviour in 
making our Club great. 
 
  

Grand Final Results W07 

    

Coach 
Most 
Determined 
Player     

Coach 
Most 
Determined 
Player 

GIRLS'        U17  BWN2  Runners up Jacqui M   

U9  BWN1    Prue A Elisha P U17  BWN3  PREMIERS David N   

U9  BWN3  Runners up Lou L   U19  BWN1  Runners up Amelia P   

U9  BWN5  PREMIERS Tania M Grace D U19  BWN2  Runners up Myles A Tahnee K 

U11  BWN1  PREMIERS Steve C           

U11  BWN4  PREMIERS James M/Joshua B   BOYS'       

U11  BWN6  Runners up Neil McP   U9  BWN2  Runners up Oliver G Alex M 

U11  BWN9  Runners up Morgan H/Jonathan F Alexandra K U11  BWN2  Runners up Simon W Sam Z 

U11  BWN10  PREMIERS Rachel L/Luisa C   U11  BWN7  PREMIERS Bruce A   

U13  BWN1  PREMIERS Bruce D   U11  BWN10  PREMIERS David G   

U13  BWN4  Runners up Oliver G Molly K U11  BWN11  Runners up Mike M/James M   

U13  BWN8  Runners up Andrew A Natasha R U13  BWN5  PREMIERS Peter T   

U13  BWN9  PREMIERS Nick K Tamara B U15  BWN1  Runners up Daryl McC Joshua McC 

U15  BWN3  PREMIERS John H Claire F U15  BWN2  PREMIERS Julian F   

U15  BWN5  PREMIERS Phil W Bronwyn W U15  BWN9  Runners up Jules W   

U15  BWN11  Runners up Paul D Marcellea D U17  BWN1 Runners up     

U17  BWN1  Runners up Len C Claire L         

 



 
 

Congratulations to Duncan and Louise – Their big da y 

It was not only a beautiful day to start summer but also a 
perfect day for Duncan and Louise's wedding.  Clear skies, 
bright sunshine and a gentle breeze. The ceremony took 
place at St Silas Anglican Church in Albert Park. The 
bride looked beautiful in a traditional white dress with a 
beaded bodice and a full length tulle train and carried a 
trailing bouquet of red roses. The bridesmaids wore full 
length dresses in a soft teal shade with fitted satin bodices 
and carried white roses. The groomsmen and woman 
looked handsome in charcoal grey suits and red 
waistcoats. 
The reception took place at picturesque Kew Golf Club 
where sipping champagne on the balcony overlooking the 
18th was a perfect beginning to what proved to be a most 
enjoyable evening. The basketball community were well 
represented by parents, players, coaches and even a few 
refs, all of whom managed to behave in a suitably dignified 
and restrained manner, for most of the time! 
On behalf of all at Balwyn Blazers we would like to wish 
Duncan and Louise the very best for their married life. 
 

 
Editor: Well you can tell that the introduction to  this story 
was by a woman!! Given Duncan’s standing within our  
basketball club, the team within the editor’s offic e didn’t 
think this was good enough so we put the earlier st ory 
through the basketball language translation softwar e 
programs and the following was produced. 
The Referee called time on saying “The Bride is the light 
team and the Groom is the dark team. Play on” With that, 
the action started. Light grabbed the initial attention and 
advantage – the arrow pointed towards Dark (the last time 
in Dark’s life that he will get any advantage.) The Dark 
team started nervously against a confident, well groomed 
and gorgeous Light team. She looked a winner. Dark 
seems nervous and sluggish with his footwork. Light had 
that look and had eye contact that made the Dark’s throat 
feel like the desert. He was thinking of his lay – offs – or 
something to that effect! 
Bench work by the two teams was impressive as the bench 
players said the well composed readings.  
The pressure was relentless as the match progressed. 
Dark tried to get into the game by some aggressive body 
movement towards Light. “Foul” called the referee. 
“Inappropriate block” was the call. “Wait till later tonight!” 
was the response from Dark.  
The audiences drew in a collective deep breath. The 
referee made a half time speech about love being an 

unending circle and the need for Dark to be attentive to  the 
needs of Light or something to that effect – Dark was 
thinking about post match issues. 
Second half started with a dramatic decision. Dark was 
fouled for spending too much time in the ring. ‘What” was 
the incredulous response by Dark. “So would you if you 
paid as much for it ref!! “  
“Tech foul “was the further call. Dark gave that look that he 
is known for and mouthed, “Your mother in law wears army 
boots”  
“I heard that!!” was the call from a member in the audience. 
Dark’s throat got dryer. 
Time was marching on. The game was a feature of to’s and 
throughs” – each team looking for an advantage. 
Everything Dark did, Light knew about it – it was as if they 
had written the script!!. 
The temperature was building, Dark was visibility sweating 
and obviously starting to feel the tension.  
Dark’s 2IC was asked for the ring. He pulled out a dummy 
as a joke. “Technical foul buddy and if you do that again, 
you are out of here;” screamed the Referee. 
Dark was asked to commit to something like the never 
ending basketball game – “In good and bad time, for better 
and worst, for richer and poorer etc” (For a moment Dark 
though he was being doomed to grading days at 
Warrandyte for the rest of his life!!) 
Light was asked to “Honour and Obey”. The actual 
response wasn’t heard but those nearer to the action 
thought they heard a response something like “As if…” 
Dark was asked the same question.  
He screamed “Substitute ” and looked hopefully at the 
bench. But alas- all his substitutes had their eyes firmly 
fixed on the roof.  
Dark felt the eyes of the stadium on him and in desperation 
he called, “Time out!!” Someone yelled – “Stop the Clock” 
and he felt trapped. 
With a deep breadth, and with one more look around the 
world that from this point was forever going to end as he 
knows it he said “I do” – A three pointer from the edge!!!!. 
Full time, it’s a TIE  – What a Match!!. And then chaos 
broke out as the benches from both side merged and left 
the stadium. Both Light and Dark kept thinking about the 
game and wondered who had the main advantage.  
Both teams were thinking – “Wait to later!’ 
And Light smiled knowingly. 

Congratulations and Have a good life both of you 

Cut off Dates for Next Winter 
Parents who are wondering as to what year their children 
may be playing next year, the following guide is provided 
for use. 
 
Under 9: Born 1999 and later  
Under 11: Born between 1997 and 1998  
Under 13: Born between 1995 and 1996  
Under 15: Born between 1993 and 1994  
Under 17: Born between 1991 and 1992 
Under 19: Born between  July 1 1988 and end 

1990 
  


